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Reafon may chide the faults me cannot cure, 
And pains, which long we fcorn'd, we oft endure; 
Though wifer cares employ your ftudious mind, 
Form'd with a foul fo elegantly kind, 
Your breaft may lofe the calm it long has known, 
And learn my woes to pity, by its own. 

P R O L O G U E to Lillo's Elmerick.* 

"ЧТО labour'd fcenes to-night adorn our ftage, 
"*• Lillo's plain fenfe would here the heart engage. 
He knew no art, no rule; but warmly thought 
From paffion's force, and, as he felt, he wrote. 
His Barnwell once no critic's teft could bear, 
Yet from each eye ftill draws the natural tear. 
With generous candour hear his lateft drains, 
And let kind pity fhelter his remains. 
Depreft by want, afflifted by difeafe, 
Dying he wrote, and dying wifiYd to pleafe. 
Oh, may that wifii be now humanely paid, 
And no harfh critic vex his gentle fhade. 
5Tis yours his unfupported fame to fave, 
And bid one laurel grace his humble grave. 

* See the Epilogue to this Tragedy' among the Poems 
of Lord Lyttelton. In the Life of Lillo, however, that 
Epilogue is confidently afcribcd to Mr. Hammond. 
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j t i O B S E R V A T I O N S , Stc. 

guiming excellencies of fuch pieces as bewail departed 
friendlhip, or beauty, he was an almoft unequalled 
mailer. He knew perfectly to exhibit fuch ciicum-
ftances, peculiar to the objects,.as awaken the influ
ences of pity; and while, from his own great fenlibility, 
he felt what he wrote, he naturally addreifed himfelf to 
the feelings of others. 

To read l'uch lines as the following, all beautiful and 
tender as they are, without correfponding emotions of 
pity, is furely impoffible: 

" The tender thought on thee (hall dwell, 
Each lonely fcene ihall thee reftore, 

For thee I he tear be duly fhed ; 
Belov'd, till life can charm no more ; 

And mourn'd, 'till Pity's (elf be dead." 
The Ode on the Death of Thomfon feems to have been 
written in an excurlion to Richmond by water. The 
jural fcenery has a proper effect in an ode to the me
mory of a poet, much of whofe merit lay in defcrip-
tior.s df the fame kind, and the appellations of 
*' Druid," and " meek Nature's child," are happily 
charafterirtic. For the better understanding of this ode, 
it is neceflary to remember, that Mr. Thomfon lie» 
buried in the church of Richmond, 
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