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PROLOGUE. 
То the Univerfity of Oxford 

Written by J. D R Y D E N Efq; 

Т Ы E S P I S, tbefirft Profeffor of our Art, 
At Country Wakes fung Ballads in a Cart. 

To prove this true, if Latin be no Trefpafs, 
Dicitur & Plauftris vexifle Poemata Thefpis. • 
But iEfchylus, fays Horace in Jhme Page, 
Was the firjl Mountebank e'er trod the Stage. 
Yet Athens never knew your learned Sport, 
Of tojfing Poets in a Tennis-Court: 
But 'tis the Talent of our Englifh Nation, 
Still to be plotting fame печи Reformation; 
And-fame Tears hence, if Anarchy go on, 
Jack Prelbyter will here eretl his Throne, 
Knock out a Tub with preaching once a Day, 
And every Prayer be longer than a Play: 
Then all you Heathen Witsjhall go to pot, 
For dijbelie-ving of a Popifh Plot: 
Nor /hall vie want the Sentence to depart, 
Ev'n in our firjl Original, a Cart. 
Occham, Dun Scotus, muft, the' learned, go down, 
As chief Supporters of the Triple- Crown; 
And Arittotle, for Deftruclion ripe, 
Some fay he call'd the Soul an Organ-Pipe i 
Which by fame little Help of Derivation, 
Shall thence be call'd a Pipe of bifpiration. 
Your wifer J'udgments further penetrate, 
Who late found out one Tare ammgft the Wheat. 
This is our Comfort, none eer cried us down, 
But vAo difik'd both Bijhops and a Crown. 
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By their Royal Highnefs's Ser
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At vos Sidere<e, quas nulla tequaverit eetas, 
Ite dectts terrarum anhn<e, venerabils viilgusy 
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